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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



April, 



insinuations and calumnies which have not been spared 
us. You have done so, and are doing so, you and your 
friends, on your side, and we cannot sufficiently thank 
you for it. We ask you, at this solemn and perhaps 
decisive hour, to do so, with us, still more energetically 
and more openly, and not to be afraid to declare once 
more, while extending us fraternally and loyally your 
hand across our frontiers, that, in spite of cruel memories 
and old mutual resentments, the time for bitterness and 
for conflicts of violence between us has entirely past. 
France and Germany, like the other nations, returning 
from their errors and understanding better their interests 
and their duties, have no longer to rival each other 
except in scientific and industrial effort, in order to 
grow together, by mutual helpfulness, in well being and 
knowledge. May we, by our unanimous 22d of Febru- 
ary Manifestation, succeed finally and definitely in making 
them understand this. 

Accept, in this hope, dear and honored colleague, the 
assurance of my sentiments of gratitude and of affection- 
ate remembrance. 

Frederic Passy, 
Member of the Institute of France, etc. 



The Twenty-second of February at 
Paris. 

The 22d of February was observed as usual again 
this year as an occasion for a joint peace manifestation 
by a large number of the peace societies of Europe. The 
various meetings adopted identical or similar resolutions, 
the general spirit of which may be gathered from the 
following, which were voted with enthusiasm at the peace 
banquet held in Paris and presided over by Dr. Charles 
Richet, of the Medical Faculty of the Sorbonne : 

" The French peace workers, met in Paris the 22d 
of February, 1906, declare it to be their purpose to 
cooperate with all their power in the defense of the 
country ; 

"They recognize and proclaim unanimously that the 
survival of war constitutes the most dangerous of men- 
aces to the security of their country as of every other 
country ; 

" That the first measure of defense to be taken by the 
patriots of all countries is the universal condemnation of 
war and its entire destruction ; 

" That this destruction will be the consequence of the 
organization of a general international federation which 
will assure to the peoples justice and the concerted 
management of their common interests ; 

" That this organization depends only on the will of 
the peoples, and that the calling of the second Hague 
Conference furnishes the people a fitting occasion for the 
manifestation of their will ; 

"The French peace workers therefore send to the 
peace workers of all countries, who at this hour are bear- 
ing their testimony against war, their fraternal salutation 
and the expression of their solidarity with them ; 

" They invite the French electors to give their votes 
to none but the declared adversaries of war ; 

" They respectfully pray the government of the Re- 
public to hasten as much as possible the definite organi- 



zation of peace through the approaching meeting of the 
second Hague Conference, assuring to this Conference, 
through serious preparation for it, the greatest possible 
measure of utility ; 

" The French peace workers met at Paris the 22d of 
February, 1906, address to the president and members 
(plenipotentiaries) of the international conference at 
Algerciras their respectful greetings. They beg them 
not to separate without having, by a formal convention, 
assured the pacific juridic settlement of all the differences 
relative to Africa which now exist or may arise between 
the powers represented at the conference. This will be 
an eminently useful accomplishment and will contribute 
to the strengthening of general peace. This meeting (of 
the French peace workers) would be profoundly grateful 
to the governments represented at Algeciras if they 
would give to their representatives the instructions and 
powers necessary to bring this about." 

THE NEW ABC. 

REV. WALTER WALSH OF DUNDEE, SCOTLAND, IN HIS 
CHURCH PAPER. 

We are accustomed to jocose quotation of the poet's 
line, " Teaching the young idea how to shoot," and we 
know that the poet's reference is to the bud or twig 
which shoots gracefully and fruitfully from a tree's 
branch and stem. The metaphor is not unlikely to be 
turned to baser uses. We are confronted with a very 
unpoetical proposal to " teach the young idea how to 
shoot" from a butt, at a target, with rifle and bullet, 
with the ultimate object of enabling the old idea to 
shoot at a man. Various associations have sprung up in 
recent years aiming at the introduction of military drill 
and rifle shooting in all schools. Speaking before one 
of these not long ago, Earl Roberts urged that arms and 
ammunition should be supplied to schools by the War 
Office, and that rifle shooting should be made part of the 
educational course. The National Service League, 
through its president, Lord Raglan, recently published 
in the leading newspapers of the country a declaration 
that the aim of their existence was to make military drill 
and rifle shooting an obligatory part of the educational 
course in all schools, public and private, primary and 
secondary ; that nearly all the public school head masters 
were favorable to the scheme ; and that medals and other 
rewards were to be liberally distributed with the view of 
honoring "the best soldier" amongst the boys of the 
nation. These conspirators against the freedom and 
peace of the nation have been fortunate enough to cap- 
ture the Prince of Wales, who recently said that " train- 
ing of the young is the foundation of every sound system 
of national defense " ; nay, they have even roped in 
King Edward, prematurely hailed "the Peacemaker," 
for at Bisley His Majesty said that he was "glad to 
think, and to trust also, that the boys in our different 
schools will now take up rifle shooting." The plot is 
revealed to the eyes of all men. It is the aim of these 
military monomaniacs to enforce military training and 
rifle shooting on every boy in this country, so that the 
way to compulsory military service and conscription 
may be made easier. We are forewarned ; and if we 
fall into the snare it will be because we are willing to be 
deluded, willing to regard our boys as nothing better 
than so much " food for powder ! " 



